Choosing the right way for you

We’re assuming first of all that you want to learn Welsh!  People want to learn for different reasons, but most just want to become proficient in the language.  Some want to learn basic phrases in order to understand simple greetings, signs and placenames, or to follow S4C programmes more easily.  But many want to be fluent in order to take part in the life of a Welsh-speaking community or family, or to use Welsh confidently at work.  If you decide to learn Welsh, you could become one of the hundreds of people who succeed in becoming fluent Welsh speakers every year.

The following pages describe four possible paths which you could follow to become a fluent speaker.  The first stages of paths 1, 2 and 3 will help you gain some proficiency in the language.

THERE’S NEVER BEEN

A BETTER TIME TO LEARN WELSH

Learning Welsh is a lot of fun, but if your aim is to speak Welsh fluently you will need to put in a lot of effort, and many hours!  Whichever path you choose, the main key to your success will be your own determination.  

Path 1 - Getting there quickly!

Intensive or ‘Wlpan’ courses
These are for those who want to learn quickly and can devote several hours a week to attending classes.  There are now intensive courses in every part of Wales.  A typical intensive course runs as follows (courses vary in length):

3 sessions a week (2 hours per session) for around 24 weeks = 144 hours.

Initial foundation courses are always followed by a series of more advanced courses.

You should be looking at around 300 contact hours of formal learning in regular classes (you might also want to spend time attending additional classes, working at home and practising in informal settings).

In some areas of Wales you can now go on a course which will provide you with at least 300 contact hours.  The initial 300 Hour Course is an excellent way of learning the language if you have the time and commitment.  You could also attend follow-up courses.

Life on an intensive course is quite hectic!  Progress is very fast, and you get to the stage where you can hold a conversation in a matter of weeks.  It is advisable, however, to have done a little Welsh already, as the pace is quick, especially during the first weeks.

If you are interested in gaining qualifications in Welsh you could do Level 1 credits on an Wlpan course, and perhaps sit the WJEC’s examination for adults, Defnyddio’r Gymraeg (GCSE equivalent).  For more details see Qualifications on page 6.

Path 2 - The rambler’s path

Once a week groups, Welsh for Parents classes and additional help

Most people can only spare one morning or evening for a language class.  That’s about 50 hours tuition in a regular class in one year.  Progress, therefore, is much slower than it would be if you followed Path 1.  After three years you will have received about 150 hours of tuition.  You can also attend Saturday, weekend and week-long courses to practice your Welsh.  You may find that attending a once a week class is excellent preparation for a more intensive course.

Path 3 - Welsh at work

Tailored or block Welsh in the workplace courses

Welsh in the workplace courses are becoming increasingly popular with employers who want to offer in-house Welsh language classes to members of staff.  Organisations are now realising the importance of offering Welsh language training to staff who need to deal with customers in the language of their choice.  Many employers opt for short, intensive in-house or residential courses for the most productive effect.  If you are an employee and would like to attend a Welsh language class, please discuss the matter with your staff development manager.  

Path 4 - It’s an open door!

If you simply can’t attend a class, don’t despair.  By now it is possible to learn Welsh by means of a number of distance learning methods.  But remember, if your aim is to learn to speak Welsh, sooner or later you will need to go out there and speak!

Correspondence Courses and Online Courses


The University of Glamorgan offers a correspondence course which can take you up to

      A level standard and beyond.  You will be given a tutor to help you with your work, which is useful when you are learning Welsh on your own.  For more details contact:

Anne England, Welsh Development Officer, HaSS, Prifysgol Morgannwg/ University of Glamorgan, Pontypridd, Rhondda Cynon Taf  CF37 1DL.  

Tel:  (01443)  482575

Fax:  (01443)  483696

E-mail:  aengland@glam.ac.uk/welshpages
· The Welsh Department at the University of Wales, Lampeter offers a Welsh course for beginners on the Internet.  The student is given access to comprehensive course notes as well as the support of an online tutor.  For information about course enrolment contact:
Linda Thomas, The Department of Welsh, The University of Wales, Lampeter SA48 7ED

Tel:  (01570)  424754

Fax:  (01570)  423874

E-mail:  l.thomas@lamp.ac.uk 
Website:  http://www.welsh.lamp.ac.uk/camu  or  http://www.e-addysg.com
ACEN, a company which produces Welsh language learning materials, offers an online 

      course for beginners.  The course includes the support of an online tutor and information 

      about forms of assessment and study methods. Contact ACEN on:

      Tel:  (029) 20 300808

      Fax:   0906 553 1028 (p)

      E-mail: acen@dysgu.cd
      Website:  http://www.welsh.cd
BBC Cymru Wales (882MW, 1125, 657kHZ, 92-105FM, Channel 867 on Digital Satellite)  

offers a variety of services for learners which includes: ‘Speak for Yourself’, a T.V and radio series for parents (booklets and videos are available), ‘Catchphrase 2001’, a radio programme designed for learners of all levels which comes with accompanying notes and audio clips on the BBC website, and ‘Bev’ for the more advanced learner.  Learning materials on the BBC website include the original ‘Catchphrase’ course; and ‘Dyma’r Newyddion’ and ‘Cam Ymlaen’ for the more advanced student.  The ‘Catchphrase’ weekly newsletter is also available for those who wish to participate in a forum for Welsh language learners.  For further information, click on http://www.bbc.co.uk/catchphrase, and for details of learning materials available for learners, tel (029) 20 322838 or send an e-mail to edupubw@bbc.co.uk
Coleg Menai offers a twelve unit Welsh course for complete beginners on the Internet.

      The course, Clic-Clic-Cymraeg, includes audio recordings for users, and is available on 

      Coleg Menai’s website.  To log on, click on the following address:      

http://www.menai.ac.uk/clicclic.  If you would like to order the Clic-Clic-Cymraeg CD-ROM, please contact: The Welsh for Adults Co-ordinator, Coleg Menai, Safle Bangor, Ffordd Ffriddoedd, Bangor, Gwynedd  LL57  2TP

Tel:  (01248) 370125

Fax:  (01248) 370052

E-mail users - please access the above website and click on the contact box.


The ‘Welsh Course’ offered by Mark Nodine is a comprehensive Welsh grammar.  To view, click on the following website:  http://www.cs.brown.edu/fun/welsh/home.html
      Also written by Nodine is the ‘Welsh to English Lexicon’, a Welsh-English dictionary which is available on the following website:  http://www.cs.brown.edu/fun/welsh/LexiconWE.html
 

CD-ROMs

Learning a language with CD-ROMs is becoming very popular, especially among computer enthusiasts.  The CD-ROMs available for beginners are:  

Dyna Hwyl!

      A CD-ROM for beginners which can include the support of a Welsh language tutor (a 

      joint venture between WS Atkins and Swansea College).

      Tel:  (01639) 644040 

      Fax: (01639) 644046

      E-mail:  em@preseli.com
      Website:  http://www.preseli.wales.com/dyna-hwyl
     Teach Me!  WELSH (beginners and intermediate)
Pack includes 3 Audio CDs and 1 CD-ROM.  The course itself includes a dictionary on the click of a button and an autolearn facility.


SAIN (Recordiau) Cyf., Canolfan Sain, Llandwrog, Caernarfon, Gwynedd  LL54 5TG
      Tel: 
(01286) 831 111

      Fax:
(01286)  831 497

      E-mail:  
fideo@sain.wales.com
      Website:    http://www.sain.wales.com

Talk Now (beginners), Word Talk (intermediate) and Vocabulary Builder (children aged 3-10)
EuroTalk Limited, 315-317 New Kings Road, London  SW6 4RF  UK

Tel:  020 7371 7711

Fax:  020 7371 7781

E-mail:  zannie@eurotalk.co.uk
Website:  http://www.eurotalk.co.uk

The Rosetta Stone Language Library:  Welsh Explorer (beginners), Welsh Level I (intermediate) and Welsh Monthly Online Subscription

Fairfield Language Laboratories, 165 S. Main St., Harrisonburg  VA 22801  USA

Tel:
(540) 432-6166
(800) 788-0822 USA & Canada

Fax:
(540) 432-0953

E-mail:  info@RosettaStone.com 
Website:  http://www.rosettastone.com

Cadw Sŵn (‘The speedy way to learn Welsh’)
This course is for complete beginners, and features passages read to the accompaniment of classical music.  


P O Box 17, Maesteg, Bridgend, Wales  CF34 0XN


Website:
http://www.cadwswn.com
For reviews, please go to the following website:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/catchphrase/catchphrase/review-cd.shtml
Useful Websites


‘Y Wennol’ is a monthly online magazine which is hosted by Bob Evans.  Contributors include Bob Evanshimself and also Welsh language learners.  Click on: http://www.wennol.co.uk
‘Gwybodiadur’ is a very useful website for learners which includes a list of dictionaries,   

      coursebooks and information about taught courses.  There is also a list of relevant 

      websites.  To visit ‘Gwybodiadur’, click on:   

      http://www.members.tripod.com/gwybodiadur/index.html
The ‘GWALES’ website (Welsh Books Council) features a comprehensive range of

       Welsh language books for Welsh language speakers and learners.  The site is ideal for 

       learners who want to check the availability of books before ordering.  The address 

       is: http://www.gwales.com
Chat Rooms
‘WELSHLEARNERS’ is an online chatroom for Welsh language learners.  To join, visit

       the following website:  http://www.groups.yahoo.com/group/WelshLearners
Also for learners is ‘CLWBMALUCACHU’, a discussion group for Welsh 

       language students.  Click on: http://www.groups.yahoo.com/group/ClwbMaluCachu  

       Don’t forget to visit the website - the address is: http://www.clwbmalucachu.co.uk
 WEL-L is another chatroom for Welsh language learners.  Send a message to:  

       listproc@hawaii.edu, and type in ‘subscribe WEL-L your name’ in the message section. 

       The website is also informative and interesting:  http://listserv.heanet.ie/welsh-l.html
Progression Route

Stage 1


(about 50 hours tuition)





level 1 credits

Stage 2


(about 100 hours tuition in total)





level 1 credits

Stage 3


(about 150 hours tuition)





level 2 credits / Defnyddio’r Gymraeg (Use of Welsh)

Stage 4


(about 200 hours tuition in total)





Defnyddio’r Gymraeg

Intensive ‘Wlpan course’
(work covered as in stages 1 - 3/4 above)





levels 1 and 2 credits / Defnyddio’r Gymraeg (Use of Welsh)

300 hour course

(work covered as in stages 1-4 above)





level 2 credits ‘Defnyddio’r Gymraeg’ (Use of Welsh)

Stage 5


(at least 200 hours regular tuition before enrolment) 





level 3 credits

Stage 6


(at least 300 hours in total by end of course)





level 3 credits / Defnyddio’r Gymraeg-Uwch (Use of Welsh-Higher).

Qualifications

It is important that your local organiser chooses the most appropriate class for you.  The table below sets out the progression route for Welsh learners and also notes the qualification aim.  Many students would like to gain a qualification while learning, and most courses offer forms of assessment.  The two formal examinations referred to are designed especially for adult learners.  They are called Defnyddio’r Gymraeg (Use of Welsh) (GCSE equivalent) and Defnyddio’r Gymraeg-Uwch (Use of Welsh-Higher) (A Level).

QUALIFICATIONS GRID

	OCN CREDITS
	NVQ LANGUAGE UNITS
	WJEC EXAMINATIONS
	STAGES
	ALTE LEVELS

(EUROPEAN LEVELS)

	Entry
	
	
	1
	1

	Level 1
	Level 1
	
	2
	2

	
	
	
	3
	

	Level 2
	Level 2
	Defnyddio’r Gymraeg (Use of Welsh)  (GCSE equivalent)
	4
	3

	
	
	
	5
	

	Level 3
	Level 3
	Defnyddio’r Gymraeg-Uwch (Use of Welsh-Higher) (A Level) 
	6
	4

	
	
	
	
	5


Open Colleges Network (OCN) Credits

Most colleges offer this form of assessment.  Students on once a week courses can gain Level 1 credits in the first year, and Level 1 and 2 credits in the second and third year of their course.  Learners can then go on to sit the WJEC’s examination for Welsh for Adults, Defnyddio’r Gymraeg (Use of Welsh).  Students who have successfully completed the WLPAN course can gain Level 1 credits before entering for the WJEC exam.
NVQ Welsh Language Units

These are available for students who would like to follow the Units as part of a full NVQ or as separate qualifications.  The Units are popular with those wishing to increase their communication skills in the workplace.

Defnyddio’r Gymraeg  (Use of Welsh)

This examination is roughly equivalent to GCSE standard.  The exam is oral-based, and the speaking test accounts for 60% of the final mark.  Students are also required to sit writing, reading and listening papers.

Defnyddio’r Gymraeg-Uwch  (Use of Welsh-Higher)

This is the Welsh language A Level examination for adult learners.  The speaking test accounts for 50% of the final mark, and the remaining 50% is divided between the audio-visual, reading and writing papers.  All students are required to produce a folio and read three books for the exam.

Support for Learners

It’s never been easier to learn Welsh, but your rate of success will depend entirely on the effort you are prepared to make.  As well as attending every lesson, you should make the most of every opportunity to master the language by spending some time working on your own, listening to tapes or going over what you have learnt in class.  Also, try to speak Welsh every time you have the opportunity to do so.  Start with your tutor, of course, and with the other members of the group.  The more you try speaking, the more confident you will become.  Try to find a Welsh-speaker outside the group.  Don’t be put off if he or she answers back in English sometimes.  You’re the one wanting to learn, so it’s up to you to make the effort!

Activities for Learners in the Community - CYD

One way of using your Welsh is to take advantage of activities organised by CYD, an organisation which promotes activities for learners in the community.  CYD organises a residential weekend and quizzes for learners, and publishes a magazine, CADWYN CYD, which gives information about its work.  For more information contact:

Jaci Taylor, CYD Office, 10, Maes Lowri, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion  SY23 2AU

Tel/ Fax:  (01970)  622143 

E-Mail:  jjt998@aber.ac.uk
Website:  http://www.aber.ac.uk/cyd
Radio Programmes - BBC Cymru Wales (882MW, 1125, 657kHZ, 92-105FM, Channel 867 on Digital Satellite)  (see section on websites)

Look in your local T.V. and Radio guide for more information about programmes for learners.

Magazines and Newspapers

· Lingo! is a magazine for beginners and intermediate learners.  It includes newspaper 

            articles and items, and interesting interviews with Welsh celebrities.  Details and 

            subscription forms are available from:

            Mary Davies, Golwg Cyf., P.O. Box 4, Lampeter, Ceredigion.  SA48 7LX.

            Tel:  (01570) 423529

            Fax:  (01570)  423538

            E-mail:  ymholiadau@golwg.com
· ACEN! is another magazine for beginners and intermediate level learners.   Copies are free and are available from:

            ACEN, Ivor House, 1, Bridge Street, Cardiff CF10 2EE

            Tel:  (029) 20 300 808

            E-mail:  acen@dysgu.cd
            Website:  http://www.acen.co.uk
· CADWYN CYD is a magazine for learners with intermediate or advanced knowledge 
            of the language.  It includes information about activities for learners nationally.  For 

            further information, contact:
            Jaci Taylor, CYD Office, 10, Maes Lowri, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion  SY23 2AU

            Tel:  (01970)  622143 

            E-mail:  jjt998@aber.ac.uk


            Website:  http://www.aber.ac.uk/cyd
Learning Materials

· The Welsh Books Council publishes a catalogue of Welsh language materials for learners every year.  For a free copy, contact:

Welsh Books Council, Castell Brychan, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion  SY23 2JB

Tel:  (01970) 624151

Fax:  (01970) 625385

E-mail:  castellbrychan@cllc.org.uk
Website:  http://www.gwales.com
· The Welsh Joint Education Committee produces learning materials for people wanting to learn Welsh.  For more information contact: 

WJEC Shop, WJEC, 245, Western Avenue, Cardiff, CF5 2YX

Tel:  (029) 20 26 5000

Fax:  (029) 20 57 5995

E-mail:  info@wjec.co.uk
Website:  http://www.wjec.co.uk
· ACEN produces a range of learning materials for learners and their families.  This includes easy-to-use video packs.  For a free catalogue of materials send to:

      ACEN, Ivor House, 1, Bridge Street, Cardiff CF10 2EE

      Tel:  (029) 20 300 808

E-mail:  acen@dysgu.cd
Website:  http://www.acen.co.uk
Weekend and Residential Courses

Weekend or residential courses are marvellous if you want to add to your hours of tuition.  They are held at a variety of centres throughout the year, and are useful for learners who are interested in attending refresher courses, or are looking to spend some time learning the language in a natural Welsh-speaking environment.  ELWa produces a leaflet which lists all the courses available.  For a free copy, contact the Bilingual Learning Unit at ELWa Llanisien at around March.  Next year’s courses will be included on the ELWa website – for details, click on http://www.elwa.org.uk/welshforadults  Remember that the National Language Centre at Nant Gwrtheyrn in North Wales is open all year round.  For more information contact:

Howard Edwards, National Language Centre, Nant Gwrtheyrn, Llithfaen, Pwllheli, Gwynedd  LL53 6PA

Tel:
(01758)  750334

Fax:
(01758)  750335

E-mail:  nantgwr@aol.com  

Website:  http://www.nantgwr.com
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